
 

Santa Clara City Council Page 1 
May 13, 2015 

 SANTA CLARA CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015 

MINUTES 

 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, WASHINGTON COUNTY, 

UTAH, met for a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, May 13, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. in the City 

Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 2603 Santa Clara Drive, Santa Clara, Utah. 

 

Notice of the time, place and agenda of the meeting was provided to the Spectrum and to each 

member of the governing body by emailing a copy of the Notice and Agenda to the Spectrum 

and also, along with any packet information, to the mayor and each council member, at least two 

days before the meeting. 

 

Present:   Mayor Rick Rosenberg 

Council Members: Herb Basso, Jerry Amundsen, Ken Sizemore, Mary Jo (Tode) Hafen 

 David Whitehead 

City Manager:         Edward Dickie 

City Staff:      Lisa Bundy 

 

Others Present: Brock Jacobsen, Finance Director; Corey Bundy, Building and Zoning Director; 

Matt Ence, City Attorney; Bob Nicholson, City Planner; Dan Nelson, Fire Chief; Kristen Voros; 

Tom Knobbe; Kevin Jenkins; Frank Lundquist; Julie Applegate; Greg Leavitt; Gen Grant; Wes 

Davis; Lainee Frei; Sara Sullivan; Kiera Leavitt;  Ashley Grant; Stewart Somerville, Alternative 

Power Systems; D. Barnhart; Shaun Alldredge; Shane Perkins; Brooke Ence; Kent Frei; Jason 

Smith. 

 

1. Call to Order: Mayor Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

2. Opening Ceremony: 
 

     -  Pledge of Allegiance:  Herb Basso 

     -  Opening Comments:  Herb Basso 

  

3. Communications and Appearances:  
 

A. General Citizen Communications:  

 

 None 

 

4.    Working Agenda: 

 

       A.  Public Hearing(s):  None 

 

 B.  General Business 

 

 1.  Approval of Harmon's Site Plan located on the Northeast corner of Rachel Drive and 
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Pioneer Parkway.  Presented by Bob Nicholson, City Planner. 

 

 - Present are Frank Lundquist, representing Harmon's and Kristen Voros, project 

architect.  This came before the Planning Commission on April 28.  Planning 

Commission recommends approval of the site plan, including the landscape plan and the 

building elevation drawings as presented to the Commission on April 28.  Approval 

includes the various representations made to the Planning Commission by the applicant 

and its representatives, including the planned pedestrian connection to Pioneer Parkway 

and two vehicular access connections to the adjacent parcel on the east and also one to 

the north.  The property is zoned Planned Development Commercial. The site contains 

11.6 acres for the Harmon's store, with the fuel island and four pads.  Recently Harmon's 

purchased the corner lot on the corner of Rachel Drive and Pioneer Parkway, 

approximately nine-tenths of an acre, and have added this to their project site.  The 

Harmon's store is 67,500 square feet, approximately the size of the St. George Harmon's, 

with the attached retail pad of 8,500 square feet.  They have four other pads, A, B, C and 

D.  This project was proposed in 2007; the site plan was approved by the Planning 

Commission on May 20, 2008 subject to 7 conditions, including a traffic study, drainage 

plan, grading plan, utility plan and providing access to the adjoining parcels to the east 

and north, a lighting plan, along with a pedestrian walkway with night sky type hooded 

lights. All of those conditions have been submitted to the city.  However, because the 

project was never started, the site plan approval has lapsed, and Harmon’s is seeking re-

approval of that plan. 

 - Harmon's submitted a revision to the 2006 traffic study, which concludes (Page 10) that 

the project will not have a detrimental impact to the intersection level of service, vehicle 

delay or surrounding traffic network.  The intersection at Pioneer Parkway and Rachel 

Drive will continue to operate at an acceptable level of service B with the added 

development traffic.  Additionally, each of the access driveways into the development 

will operate at an acceptable level of service.  

 - Bob mentioned the color scheme, which the Planning Commission spent some time 

reviewing.  They are earth tone colors designed to fit into the surrounding desert 

environment, emphasizing the reds and the black and grays of the lava.  It seems to be a 

nice fit with the Red Mountain in the background.   They have red sandstone tile and 

some charcoal colored brick. 

 - Bob noted that there has been some concern, due to Harmon's control of the entire site, 

regarding the pads that are not proposed to be developed at this time, as far as how the 

parking would be handled in the future, so the headlights don't shine across Rachel or 

Pioneer Parkway into residential areas.  The recommendation would be an added 

condition to approval that the parking be internal, with the buildings on the exterior to 

help shield the headlights.  The Staff's and Planning Commission's recommended 

approval are with the added conditions for a pedestrian access connection out to Pioneer 

Parkway.  Access is planed to the east in two locations.  Harmon's has met with Brent 

Beesley, the adjoining property owner, and reviewed some issues regarding cross-access 

to the east and north and the parking plan for the proposed pads.   

 - The landscape plan is good, which fits well into the environment.  The landscape 

architect has had input from Brad Hayes, which they have accepted.    

 - Bob Whitehead asked whether they would still do landscaping around Pioneer Parkway 

with the pads that would not be built for awhile.  Kristen Voros, the project architect, 
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stated yes, and, as shown on sheet L1.2, they would cap the pads where there is no 

landscaping to prevent erosion and dust.  

 - Kristen discussed the color scheme, which will be similar to the remodeled St. George 

store.  They will use a honed face sandstone tile for the majority of the entry area, and the 

main face of the building will be a charcoal color with accents of a dark grey brick.  

Metal colors will be a dark bronze.  Kristen displayed sample colors. 

 - Herb Basso asked whether the windows would take advantage of the views to the back.  

Kristen stated there is not a view to the back in the deli area.  There is an exterior seating 

area upstairs on the front of the building--on the main level and upstairs where there 

would be a patio.  There are large windows on the front and on the west side.  The back 

of the building is the service corridor, with the back door and the loading docks.  There 

are high windows upstairs on the east that are above the roofline of the adjacent retail 

building to bring in natural light. 

 - Tode Hafen commented on the amazing view. 

 - Ken Sizemore was interested in the signage.  There would be red sandstone monument 

signs off of Rachel which will incorporate red sandstone tile similar to the St. George 

store.  There are two entrances on Rachel and one on Pioneer. 

 -  Harmon's real estate people are working on procuring retail tenants.  Harmon's would 

prefer the 8,000 square foot building to be one tenant, but it could potentially be divided 

into 3 different spots. 

 - The pads out to the front on Pioneer would access off of either Rachel or Pioneer and 

the development of those is very much up in the air until they find potential tenants 

wanting to build.  Harmon's is very supportive of pushing the buildings out to the street 

and having the parking behind, so that there is not a headlight problem. 

 - Ken asked about breaking up the large parking area with landscaping.  They have added 

a center line of trees that divides the parking area in half and have added landscape 

islands. 

 - David Whitehead asked about drainage.  The site drains into the wash.  Everything is 

collected onsite and is routed to the back corner of the site and piped through the adjacent 

property and into the wash.  It is not a retention system, but is a way to slow the flow of 

the water down so that it doesn't just blast into the wash.   

 - David asked if the traffic study addressed where most of the traffic would come from.  

Kristen stated the study did not have a conclusion, but she predicted that people would 

realize that it will be easier to enter from Rachel Drive.   

 - A2.1 shows the rear elevation of the building.  It would mostly be the split-face CMU.  

They have eight foot screen walls to help screen the semi-trucks parked there, and there is 

some signage on the back for people as they are coming from the south on Rachel Drive.   

 - Ken was concerned with the lighting created by incoming traffic.  Kristen stated that all 

of the lighting will comply with the Dark Sky Initiative, so that it doesn't spill off of the 

property while loading and unloading trucks. 

 -Mayor Rosenberg asked about the darker colored area on the rear elevation.  Kristen 

clarified that is a small part that protrudes more, but the entire north wall will be the 

same. 

 - Mayor asked what was proposed for the slope on the north side of the site. Kristen 

wasn't sure what the landscaper had in mind as far as soil stabilization, but that it will 

have landscaping all the way to the property line. 

 - Frank Lundquist, Harmon's spokesman, stated that most of the deliveries do not happen 
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at night, but one truck comes in around 9:00 and most others are usually at sunrise and 

sunset.  He's assuming there is a sound ordinance, so there should be no intrusion into the 

school there. 

 - Frank stated that this store would have opened four years ago, but for the economy.  

This store will have a cooking school in addition to all the things the St. George store has.  

They will have a certified organic store and a corner seating area.  They will do a ground 

breaking, hopefully having Bob or Doreen Harmon on a backhoe.  July 1st will be the 

groundbreaking and February 15th will be the grand opening, so that it will not affect the 

other stores' holidays. 

 

****Motion to Approve Harmon's Site Plan as presented. 

Motion by Herb Basso, seconded by Tode Hafen.  

Voting Aye: Tode Hafen, Jerry Amundsen, David Whitehead, Ken Sizemore and Herb Basso. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Motion Carried.  
 

  - Tode mentioned that the residents are really excited to have the store come in. 

 

 2.  Princess Pageant and Swiss Days Update.  Presented by Lainee Frei & Brooke Ence. 

 

 - Lainee Frei and Brooke Ence introduced the princesses:  Ashley Grant; First Attendant 

Kiera Leavitt and Second Attendant Sara Sullivan.  For one of their first assignments they 

attended the Arbor Day celebration, and stated they are willing to serve in any way they 

are needed. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg presented checks to the princesses. 

 - Lainee stated that Gary built a fantastic float, but now it needs to be covered.  It cost 

$1,500 to get the float in working order and are anticipating about that much to cover it. 

 - Tode asked if there was anything left over from last year that could be used.   

 - Lainee said that Gary put the previous float out for sale with the covering on it, so they 

could maybe get the covering off of it and use it in some way, but they couldn't cover the 

new one with it, since the new one is so much bigger.  The $1,500 would also include 

building some levels on the float.  The covering could stay on the float for another two to 

three years with a workable main color that could just change it up a bit each year.   

 - Mayor asked if they needed more money.  Jerry Amundsen explained the float covering, 

called festooning, and the 15" fringe that goes around the bottom that could stay on also. 

 - Lainee said that they do need more money for those items.  

 - Ed stated that their budget money has been used, so they are asking for more money. 

 - Brooke explained that it ended up being more than anticipated, but that it is built very 

sturdy, so it should last awhile.  Also, the high school didn't bill them for using it last 

year, so they billed for both years this year.   

 - Mayor asked if they needed it before the first of July. 

 - Lainee said they do. 

 - Brock said the budget was expensed, but if the Council is okay with giving them 

another $1,500 or so to finish the float, they do have reserve funds. 

 - Ed clarified that there is money on reserve, but it would just show less going in for next 

year.  However, with the float being so well built, only a minimal amount should be 

required for the next several years to touch it up. 
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 - Mayor and Ed asked Council for direction to allow the funds and then it will be brought 

back for approval. 

 - Jerry asked what the total float cost. 

 - Lainee put the cost at $3,000.  It is her third year and she said they are ready to have a 

float. 

 - Mayor stated that Council will support the additional funds. 

 - Tode asked about replacing the photograph out in the hall. 

 - Lainee said that it would be on next year's budget.  She wanted to know if they want to 

keep the current photo up and just add photos or if they want to replace the photo in the 

frame.   

 - Tode said they had talked about just replacing the photo.  It's nice to have them if there 

is a place for them, but they don't want clutter. 

 - Mayor suggested just replacing the photo in the frame. 

 - Lainee concurred. 

 

 - Brooke Ence reported that they are getting a lot of vendors and sponsors for Swiss Days 

and things are moving along quickly.  She anticipates great support this year.  Most of the 

vendors are more interested in staying in the parking lot, but a few have braved a move 

out into the street.  They are talking about having a few food trucks out along this way 

that don't need water hookups and that can pull out during the 5K and the parade and then 

pull back in, which might help bring people to that end a little more. 

 - Brooke stated that the theme is "Spreading our branches from strong roots."  It will 

focus on the sycamore trees, with displays about how they came to be in the city.  They 

propose Don Graff be the Grand Marshall.  He has done a lot of research and work with 

the trees, as well as having planted them with his dad.  They have not talked to him yet; 

they, but wanted to run it by Council first. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg feels that is a good choice. 

 - Tode Hafen asked if there is a place in the program for the story to be told orally.  There 

will be a display, but Brooke feels that is a great idea. 

 - Brooke doesn't have any suggestions for "Volunteer of the Year."   

 - Mayor Rosenberg asked if she has a list of the past ones.  She does and she will email 

the list to Ed or someone, and the Council can give her some direction. 

 - Brooke did talk to all the homeowners along the street and they are all on board.  They 

offered the owners free food from the vendors and a parking spot.  The owners think it 

will reduce their problems with all the cars and said they prefer foot traffic to car traffic. 

 - The Truman Brothers have been booked for the Friday night concert.  They are an up-

and-coming country band with local roots that currently live in Nashville.  They were 

able to hire them for $1,500.  They have talked with Brock, Ed and Ditzie about building 

a permanent stage, but don't know if a permanent stage is necessary, and since it is the 

first year, they would like to see how things go in case they feel something different 

would work better the next year. 

 - Ed Dickie reiterated that they don't want to do the stage this year. 

 - Herb Basso said the concern is the cost of the annual stage rental over the cost of 

building. 

 - Lainee Frei said the stage rental is not the big cost ($876); so much as the tent, which 

was around $3,000.   

 -Tode thought using the street might change the feel of things. 
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 - The firemen are still on board for the dinner. 

 - Dave Whitehead asked what kinds of businesses they are trying to attract. 

 - Lainee said they are looking for crafts, things people can buy--trendy, boutique-type 

items. 

 - Brooke said they want things people can buy and take home with them that day, rather 

than having booths wanting sign-ups to do parties and promotional types of things.  They 

have made calls to those they were unsure of.  They are keeping promotional booths at a 

minimum, and are requiring them to also be a sponsor if they want to have a promotional 

booth. 

 -Dave Whitehead got a call from a citizen that said he didn't think the city wanted him to 

be in Swiss Days this year. 

 - Brooke asked if it was the travel agency owner. 

 - Dave said that it was. 

 - Brooke encouraged him to become a sponsor of maybe a street sign or a cow, since he 

would have a promotional booth.  He declined because of the cost--he thought it would 

be around $800, but Brooke said a cow is only $100.  They are only wanting to have 7 or 

8 promo booths, but they also don't want to offend anyone, by any means.   

 - Dave said there was a concern of vendors going down the street, and Dave told the 

owner it was going to be new and different this year.   

 - They are considering having people out directing patrons on where the different 

vendors, etc. are. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg suggested setting up multiple mini-stages to provide entertainment 

down the street, which will pull some of the crowd down that way. 

 - Brooke said there are 12 or 15 less booths this year, since they can only go down one 

side of the street and some of the parking in front of the building would be handicapped 

parking.     

 - Mayor Rosenberg noted most of the traffic would go down Vineyard during Swiss 

Days.   

 - Herb said signage would help with the traffic, and he encouraged Brooke to stick to her 

guns on the promotional booth limitation. 

 - Brooke stated that some of the parking in front of the building will be for the 

handicapped, so that would lessen the available parking.  

 - Lainee said many of the games, rock climbing, dunking booth and mechanical bull 

would be out in the street, and some are geared towards adults as well as for youth. 

 - Tode encouraged Brooke and Lainee to recruit teenagers to help and get them vested in 

Swiss Days. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg thanked the ladies and commended them on their efforts. 

 

    3.  Petition to Abandon a lot line and create a new lot line by Kent Frei.  Presented by  

  Corey Bundy, Building & Zoning Director. 

 

- Corey Bundy stated that Kent Frei is requesting a petition to abandon a lot line and 

create a new lot line along with an associated easement.  The property is located at 2301 

Vineyard Drive.  Staff has read the request and there are no utilities in the existing lot line 

between lots 10 and 11.  This is an existing home and Mr. Frei would like to split it into 

two lots.  Staff has looked at it.  It is the R1-10 Zone and it meets the minimum 

requirements for 10,000 feet with this adjustment.  There are utility easements around the 
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sides and rear.  Staff has requested a 10 foot public utility and drainage easement along 

the front.  Staff is recommending approval. 

- Mayor Rosenberg invited questions. 

- Herb Basso, in looking at it as a potential buyer, asked whether they had to come down 

with a 60 degree angle, or whether they could have used some right angles and still ended 

up with 10,000 feet. 

- Kent Frei stated that in order to maintain the 10,000 square feet and keep the integrity of 

both lots as much as they could for the back yards, this was the configuration they felt 

most comfortable with.  Everything they pushed over to make the right angle would have 

to be picked up at the back end and would create even more of an angle at the back.   

- Mayor Rosenberg stated that they would have to go through a zone change in order to 

do a straight line and they would end up with one 8,500 square foot lot, which wouldn’t 

meet the zoning ordinance and would cause lots of problems. 

- Kent said since it is a platted subdivision, they don't want to go through the hurdles it 

would take to do that. 

- Mayor commented that it would be nice to see it cleaned up.   

- Tode asked if they would be remodeling an existing home. 

- Kent said they have already begun gutting and cleaning up.  He stated that the elevation 

and entry would change to be more attractive, along with sidewalks and entryways. 

- Ken Sizemore asked if it meets all the lot line requirements of both State Code and the 

City Ordinances.  

- Matt Ence stated that under the Municipal Land Use Act, no municipal approval is 

required for a simple boundary line adjustment, assuming it doesn't violate any existing 

zoning ordinances.  It is pretty straight forward. 

- Corey pointed out the existing power and water that are on the lot being created.  When 

they sell that lot, they will have to get a building permit, pay impact fees, and go out into 

the street and down along the easement to come into the existing home lot with water and 

power.  

 

****Motion to Approve the Petition to Abandon a lot line and create a new lot line and associated 

easement. 

Motion by Tode Hafen, seconded by Herb Basso. 

Voting Aye: Herb Basso, Ken Sizemore, Jerry Amundsen, Tode Hafen and David Whitehead. 

Voting Nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

4. Request Approval to Amend Final Plat for Pioneer Crossing Phase 2.  Presented by Bob 

Nicholson, City Planner. 

 

 - Bob Nicholson, City Planner stated that this is a relatively minor change.  In this phase, 

there are 2.2 acres and 8 lots, and it is located between Highway 91 to the west, Rachel 

Drive on the north, the city cemetery and Ancestor Way.  Future phases for this project 

are to the east.  This plat amendment involves amending both a lot boundary between lots 

29 and 30 and adding Lot 41 to this phase.  The Planning Commission has recommended 

approval.  Because the applicant has obtained written consent from the one existing 

property owner in the project, no public hearing is required.  The detention area with the 

common area west of Lot 41 should be maintained by the HOA.  The plat is ready for 
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approval. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg invited questions. 

 - Jerry Amundsen stated that last night in the Planning Commission meeting, the entire 

subdivision was brought before the Commission for discussion for short-term leasing.  Is 

this included in that? 

 - Bob stated that it is not.  Last night the entire subdivision came before the Commission 

asking that the entire subdivision (46 lots) be approved for short-term rentals.  The 

applicant was not at the meeting.  Code states that they have to have a plan for some 

amenities plus parking and other things.  There was no plan for amenities, so Planning 

Commission tabled it and told the owner they need to come back with some proposals for 

amenities.    

 - Jerry's reason for asking was that it looks like they are taking the parking that was built 

out of this subdivision to make room for the lots. 

 - Corey was not sure about that.  There is some existing parking next to a detention basin 

that would remain. 

 - Jason said that when the aerial was taken on Google Earth, there were 4 separate 

parking areas within the boundary of this subdivision.   

 - Corey stated this is an amendment to Phase 2.  Phase 2 was approved with the parking 

being removed to create these other lots.  Part of the short-term rental requirement was to 

have adequate parking.  If this isn't in it, it's a moot point.  When Phase 2 was approved, 

they removed parking along Harmony Way to create several lots to make full lots.  Those 

were all associated with the townhomes; so Council understood the original Phase 2, was 

going back to single family dwellings, so it doesn't need this extra parking.  Since then, 

they requested the short-term rentals, which asked for additional parking.  They are 

asking the applicant to come back with a revised design showing where they would have 

additional parking, clubhouse or  amenities and the 9 items or so that are required in the 

Short-term Rental Ordinance if they do go to the short-term rentals, which Corey faxed to 

them.  

 - Mayor Rosenberg asked what is going on at the north end of Red Creek Drive.   

 - Corey replied that it is a common area strip.  Because there is a dead-end there, Staff 

felt that they needed a little common area or something to put there saying this is Pioneer 

Crossing--not The Village on the Heights--something to break up Rachel from the 

subdivision. 

 -Mayor asked if the street, then, was just going up there to dead-end.  

 - Corey said that it will access some lots to the west. 

 - Jason Smith, representing the applicant, said that the road had already been built, and 

they didn't want to give it to one lot or another, so they left it as common area and will 

landscape it.  It will be maintained by the HOA. 

 - Herb Basso asked if it needed a turn-around area. 

 - Jason said the length doesn't require a turn-around, but there is some inconvenience 

there.  The applicant realizes that by removing some of the parking that they have shot 

themselves in the foot on some of the later applications.  They will include some parking 

in the common area and there will be some amenity there as well as on a location in some 

of the future phases. 

 - Herb asked how wide it is at the end of the street. 

 - Jason replied that it is 35 feet. 
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****Motion to Approve the Amended Final Plat for Pioneer Crossing Phase 2. 

Motion by Herb Basso, seconded by Dave Whitehead. 

Voting Aye: Herb Basso, Ken Sizemore, Jerry Amundsen, Tode Hafen and David Whitehead. 

Voting Nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

5. Request Approval for Final Plat for Tuscany @ Cliffrose Phase 4.  Presented by Corey 

Bundy, Building and Zoning Director. 

 

- Corey Bundy, Building and Zoning Director, stated this development is located on 400 

East and Tuscany Drive on the northwest side of the city.  It originally came into the city 

as a Trophy townhome project with 3 phases.  They were designed to so each 6-plex and 

4-plex combination is recorded as a phase, of which there are 9.  So far there are 22 

homes.  The project is in order and ready for approval.  Under the project CC&R's, the 

homeowners must approve and name expansion of the project, due to the project delays 

over the last several years.  Staff recommends approval subject to the HOA approval, as 

per the CC&R's.  When Trophy Home owned this, it went into foreclosure.  The owner 

then lost some of the development rights, according to the CC&R's.  This can be 

recorded, but they have to work out some CC&R language first. 

- Matt Ence, City Attorney, stated that it is even simpler than that.  The CC&R's 

originally granted the right to the developer to annex additional property into the project 

for the five years from the time the first property was conveyed to a buyer, and that five 

years expired last year.  There is some confusion, in that the City doesn't enforce 

CC&R's, but this is a case of the CC&R's granting a right that has now expired.  From the 

City's perspective, all that is needed is something to show the City that they have the right 

to make this a part of the project, and that is most likely going to be in some kind of an 

approval from the existing owners.  If they don't get that approval, they can still develop 

the project, but it just won't be Phase 4 of Tuscany at Cliff Rose--it will be Phase 1 of 

another development.   

- Corey stated that in talking to Don Olson, the developer, and in visiting with the HOA 

president, they are in favor of moving forward.  They just want the owner to send a letter 

of consent. 

- Ken Sizemore asked with this situation who signs the plat? 

- Matt replied that the property owner still signs the plat.  Someone representing the 

homeowners' group would sign a consent to the annexation.  It wouldn't have to be on the 

plat itself, as long as the Council has something that can be recorded showing they have 

that consent. 

 

****Motion to Approve the Final Plat for Tuscany @ Cliffrose, Phase 4 

Motion by Ken Sizemore, seconded by Herb Basso. 

Voting Aye: Jerry Amundsen, Tode Hafen, Herb Basso, Ken Sizemore, and Dave Whitehead. 

Voting Nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
   

6. Discussion and/or Action to Approve the Hillside Planning Commission recommendation 

regarding realignment of the intersection of Hwy 91 and Rosenbruch Drive. Presented by 

Corey Bundy, Building and Zoning Director. 
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 - Mayor Rosenberg corrected the Agenda, which should say the Planning Commission's 

recommendation rather than the Hillside Planning Commission's.  Planning Commission   

reviewed the Hillside recommendation and is recommending approval. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg stated that the existing road that goes out to Jimmy Rosenbruch's and 

the trailheads has a real hairpin entry on the old Hwy. 91.   The City is proposing to 

reconstruct that road, but City worked with Ralph Gubler and he has donated that 

property to the City.  The City is working with the County to construct that road so that it 

will come off the highway a little higher on the hill and then drop down to the bottom and 

provide a 90 degree intersection with the highway.  Turn lanes, are being designed into 

the old Hwy 91 project.  This portion of it is a city road by prescriptive right over to 

Kelly Graff's property until it hits the county, and then it's a prescriptive county road 

from that point on.  If Rosenbruch goes through with the annexation, it will be a city 

street clear to their property line.  This section of it has been maintained by the county, 

historically, but the city will now be maintaining it with the improvements made.  If 

coming from Ivins, you can't make that 90 degree turn.  You have to leave the road on the 

flag side; turn around and cross the road to come in.  With the new improvements, you 

won't be able to do that anymore, so the City needs to get this done before doing the 

Highway 91 project; and part of the 91 will allow a turning lane, so you can make a right-

hand turn without stopping traffic (or left-hand if you're going up the hill). 

 -Matt Ence left the meeting during this discussion. 

 - Jerry asked how steep the road is. 

 -  The Mayor said it is 13, but it is all in vertical curves, so there’s probably not a section 

that is truly 13.   

 - Jerry asked about guardrail.  The design for the temporary road does not have one.  We 

are not doing full width, but just replacing the gravel road and the shoulder. The road 

comes straight down.  In the future if it is ever improved full width, it may need a 

guardrail.  This is a city driven project, so we can add to it as needed as it proceeds.  

Right now, we are just trying to get the grading done, so we can get started, so we can see 

what the real problems are. 

  

****Motion to Approve the Planning Commission's recommendation regarding realignment of 

the intersection of Hwy 91 and Rosenbruch Dr. 

Motion by Dave Whitehead seconded by Jerry Amundsen. 

Voting Aye: Herb Basso, Ken Sizemore, Jerry Amundsen, and Tode Hafen and Dave Whitehead. 

Voting Nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

7. Discussion and/or Amendment to the Federal Aid Agreement.  Presented by Ed Dickie, 

City Manager. 

 

 - Ed Dickie, City Manager, stated that the cost has changed a little, so it just requires that 

the city approve the new cost. 

 - Mayor Rosenberg stated that we get additional money from the MPL, for Old Hwy 91.  

This is a modified agreement with UDOT as a part of that funding.     

  

****Motion to Approve Amendment to the Federal Aid Agreement. 
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Motion by Ken Sizemore seconded by Tode Hafen. 

Voting Aye: Herb Basso, Ken Sizemore, Jerry Amundsen, Tode Hafen and Dave Whitehead. 

Voting Nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

8.   Discussion and /or Action to approve a 6-month moratorium on all solar installations and 

Approve Resolution 2015-06R.  Presented by Ed Dickie, City Manager. 

 

- Mayor stated that there has been some past discussion about Jack Taylor's concerns 

with solar installations going forward in the city until the new recommendations for the 

metering policy are in place.  He has been doing some disclaimers and acknowledgments 

as part of part of the installations that have already happened.  The concern is not with the 

solar itself, but with people spending money on the solar and then the city changing 

policy and what the owners are anticipating possibly being different.   

- Ken Sizemore said the return on the metering would be different.  He questions a 

moratorium, when there are people currently in process of installing solar.   

- Tode questioned how many solar systems there are in the city. 

- Ed said there was only one applicant several years ago, but now there are a couple 

more.  We just want to be sure we know what we are doing and what needs to be done.  

Standard moratoriums are typically 60 days, but talking to Matt, it was felt that it should 

be set at 30-45 with a maximum 60 days.  If it has to go longer than that, Jack would need 

to come back with a good reason for the delay.  The wording would be better read "up to 

6 months."  Shane felt they could come up with a policy in thirty days. 

- Mayor Rosenberg read some comments and concerns he had received from Maurie 

Smith with the Home Builders' Association regarding negative impacts on both builders 

and homeowners with the establishment of a moratorium.  

-Although, not a public hearing, Mayor opened the floor for comments, providing they 

were brief, to the point, and not repetitive. 

- Shane Perkins, an  owner of Legends Solar located in Washington City, stated that the 6 

months for revising the policy would have quite an impact on those in the solar business, 

particularly because that is 1/3 of the leftover ITC as well as Federal tax incentives.  He 

acknowledged that there is some infrastructure cost that needs to be overcome on the 

city's side, but is hoping for a win-win situation.  He feels this is a big wave of the future. 

- Shaun Aldredge, Legends Solar in Washington, reported that they are not at a high rate 

of installations right now, so he doesn't like the idea of stopping customer progress and 

possibly scaring them into not doing something that could ultimately benefit them. He 

feels maintaining the city's current net metering policy for thirty days, with the few 

installations in progress that would have to adhere to the current metering policy, would 

not be a big impact to the city of Santa Clara with continuity of installations.  He 

proposes no moratorium, since the thirty days would have little, if any impact on public 

utility finances, where it could have a huge impact on the solar side and scaring off some 

customers. 

- Tom Knobbe, Santa Clara citizen, said that people has spoken to are excited for solar.  

With that, he feels that imposing restrictions will push people into other cities, where 

there are less restrictions.  He loves living in the city, and wants to see positive growth 

and good feelings towards drawing residents. 

- Stewart Somerville, with Alternative Power Systems, has just started his business and 
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asked why, if it will only take thirty days, there is not a need for a moratorium at all.  He 

noted that when the power companies come up with new rates, homeowners are not 

required to wait for those to be decided.   

- Tode Hafen asked if there was a reason that the city couldn't implement the policy 

without imposing a moratorium. 

- Mayor Rosenberg responded that when someone has come in and applied, Jack has an 

acknowledgment that they sign.  So they are relying on current projections as part of their 

decision to make the investment.  Mayor feels that as long as there is a signed 

acknowledgment of that risk, if an applicant came back and appealed, the city would have 

that signed acknowledging by the applicant in place.  The new policy will affect all new 

as well as all existing solar users.  It will not have a grandfather clause.  Jack was 

thinking that if there was a moratorium, there would be a rush to get in ahead of it, but 

that has not been the case.  He was just wanting to protect the homeowners. 

- Herb suggested strengthening the wording of the acknowledgment. 

- Mayor feels they really don't need to do a moratorium, but keep the acknowledgment in 

place, as long as it is clearly understood that if the policy changes, the applicants will be 

affected.  Matt could review the acknowledgment and beef up the letter.  It will really be 

a pending ordinance, rather than a moratorium, because State law allows the city to put a 

pending ordinance doctrine in place that would give the city up to six months to develop 

policy.  He advised the Council that they are able to table this until Jack returns, and if it 

can be handled in thirty to 45 days, his suggestion is just to beef up the acknowledgment 

and move forward. 

- Ed concurred, but was concerned that Jack is not here. 

- Mayor believes that there is a period of time before a pending ordinance takes place by 

law, so it may be a moot point. 

- Ed will have Jack review the letter with Matt. 

 

****Motion to Not Approve Resolution 2015-06R and direct legal counsel to review the existing 

agreement that's in place, and make sure that it is up to the standards Council discussed in 

previous work meetings. 

Motion by Ken Sizemore seconded by Herb Basso. 

  - Herb asked if there was a timeframe association with the motion. 

  -Mayor said no, but to do it as soon as possible, and if he feels strongly about   

  something, Jack can bring it back to Council. 

Voting Aye: Herb Basso, Ken Sizemore, Jerry Amundsen, Tode Hafen and Dave Whitehead. 

Voting Nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

- Herb welcomed Mr. Somerville's new business to the community and commended him 

on the work that has been done on the premises. 

 

9. Discussion and /or Approval to fund and move forward with the Letter of Map Revision 

(LOMR) in the Tuacahn Wash on the Beasley property adjacent to Harmon's.  Presented 

by Mayor Rosenberg.  

 

- Mayor Rosenberg stated that in the Storm Water Master Plan that was moved to the 

27th meeting docket, the city negotiated an agreement with Brent Beasley a few years 
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ago to donate the Tuacahn Lava Flow wash corridors to the city for a parkway and trails 

up through the no pasture property.  As part of that donation agreement, the city agreed to 

complete the FEMA Letter of Map Revision that the city started prior to the Harmon's 

development process.  There is money to fund the completion of it in the Storm Water 

Master Plan that is in place.  It is impact fee eligible, but Mr. Beasley is entertaining 

potential buyers to that property, and is coming up on the deadline, so there is urgency in 

starting on that project.   

- Brock Jacobsen, Finance Director, stated it was not budgeted for in the current year.  It 

is in next year's budget, but it is a part of the Storm Water Master Plan and impact fee 

analysis revision; so the Storm Water Impact Fee Fund would fund the impact fees, 

where previously it was ineligible.  Because of that, the project could be done now, and 

Council can do a small budget amendment if needed.  Otherwise it is in the budget 

beginning July 1. 

- Mayor stated cost is projected to be around $18,000 and that includes an $8,000 + fee to 

FEMA, to facilitate it.  The City is anxious to get moving on it because of the 

commitment it made to Mr. Beasley. 

 

****Motion to Approve to fund and move forward with the Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) in 

the Tuacahn Wash on the Beasley property adjacent to Harmon's.  

Motion by Dave Whitehead seconded by Tode Hafen with all members present voting aye. 

Voting nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

10. Presentation and Discussion regarding the SITLA property on Southside of Santa Clara 

Drive across from the Aquatic Center.  Presented by Wes Davis, Senior Vice President of 

NAI Southern Region. 

 

 - Mayor Rosenberg discussed the purpose of this item.  Wes, Davis, Senior Vice 

President of NAI Southern Region, who has developed several higher density apartment 

projects in southern Utah, approached the Mayor and Bob about doing some apartment 

projects in Santa Clara.  After seeing the PUD Ordinance, he realized the city does not 

allow them, so he would like to talk to the city about it. 

 - Wes passed out some exhibits and is hoping to get some elevations to present to Council 

as well.  He disclosed that this idea came about when discussing with the School Trust 

Lands some of the properties they have, and this one came to mind.  In discussion and 

review of it, NAI has been developing some apartments and other projects mostly in a 

mixed-use type of environment--vertical rather than horizontal mixed use.  This site has 

some frontage along Santa Clara Drive and also on Lava Flow Drive.  On review of the 

site, he still feels that Santa Clara Drive will always be a commercial type property.  It 

will have enough traffic that it would support some kind of commercial development 

there, even though Slurps Up and others have had a little bit of struggle.  As rooftops 

come, there will be additional commercial development, but in order to get that kind of 

development, there needs to be some rooftops in the vicinity to support additional 

commercial.  Lava Flow Drive will likely never be a high traffic road or a grade A 

commercial site, as far as visibility, site and, access in and out goes. Typically a 

transitional use outside of commercial going into residential neighborhoods is higher 

density residential, as it is a good transitional use zone.  In looking at the current city 
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ordinance, the max density of 8 is even lower than a townhome or a condo density in a 

majority of the cities in the State of Utah, and with 8 units to the acre, you could certainly 

do single family residential and still make that work.  Typically apartment density is 

anywhere from high teens to 30-40 units to the acre, but that's not what they are 

proposing.  His discussion is more similar to a townhome type density--maybe 12-15 

units to the acre.  The site as it's laid out would be two-story units, so it would be about 

the height and appearance of a two-story home.  It would be about 27 units with required 

parking of 54, and they are allowing for 59 parking units as it sits.  There is a lot of 

greenery/ landscape.  The units will be bigger than a single family home, because each of 

these buildings will probably be about 6,000-8,000 feet.  They have tried to scale it down 

to be very reasonable in appearance, but something that matches the style of the 

community.   

 - Dave Whitehead asked what the density was. 

 - Wes stated it is 14 per acre.  It’s one piece right now, so they would probably have to 

come in and do a lot split, since there isn't a mixed use ordinance.  They would maintain 

the piece that is onto Santa Clara Drive, keeping that as a commercial zone.  They would 

then see how they would handle the other piece as a mixed use Pd or see if they could 

rezone it somehow.  They have had some discussions with Bob as to how to do that, and 

that would be up to the city as to how it would like to proceed. 

 - Mayor asked if the south line is correct. 

 - Wes said it is pretty close.  They used CRSA and got the best descriptions available, but 

it has not been surveyed.  The only one they had a really accurate description on was the 

old Slurps Up on the corner and Fargo’s, but it is relatively close based on the county's 

information.  He granted that most people, in discussing high density housing agree that it 

is needed--just not in their own back yard; however, he pointed out that most everyone in 

the room at some point had probably rented, and that many grandchildren, etc. would not 

be able to live in Santa Clara unless they were able to afford a home because there are 

few rental options.  He feels this is not a grand scale, not overwhelming, but it offers an 

opportunity and an affordable option for those who can't afford a big, nice home or are 

just getting started, but have roots in Santa Clara.   

 - Herb asked how many units there were. 

 - Wes replied roughly 27.   

 - Herb replied that Santa Clara is different, and he is opposed to apartments there.  He 

stated not only is it his back yard, but it is the city's front yard.  He stated townhomes 

would possibly make him feel better.  He acknowledged that commercially, it's not very 

desirable; perhaps he would envision some kind of institution instead. 

 - Wes reiterated that the flow, design and density would be very similar to townhomes 

versus apartments.  He said that they could call them townhomes if that made Herb feel 

better. 

 - Herb asked what was to the left between the storage units and Fargo’s. 

 - Wes clarified that it was vacant land that they would propose to keep commercial, as 

that seems a more viable commercial property than along Lava Flow Drive. 

 - Dave Whitehead discussed various calls that he has gotten from people wanting to rent 

in Santa Clara, something that wouldn't be $1,500 or $2,000 a month--maybe just a one 

or two bedroom place.  Nationwide, home ownership has dropped dramatically and there 

are many more people renting, which will be a continuing trend; so the idea of having a 

huge apartment complex may scare us, but something that is more appropriate, like a 
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townhome-looking place would be more appropriate to have in Santa Clara.  They need 

to look at the density, because people have been going elsewhere to build high end 

condos because of the city's density policy of 8 units per acre.  He thinks it's worth 

considering. 

 - Herb stated he was an advocate of smaller units--just not large numbers of them; but the 

opportunity to have more affordable housing is favorable.  The trend is more than 50% 

renting as opposed to buying.   

 - Wes said they are mostly two and one bedroom units, with a mix of some 3 bedroom, 2-

bath units, as well.   

 - Herb asked if it is single landlord owner. 

 - Wes said it would be a single owner and would be well maintained and managed. 

 - Dave Whitehead mentioned demographically, this would help fast food businesses stay  

 open. 

 - Herb asked if there was a lesser number of units that would still make it work. 

 - Wes would have to look at what the utility of the property would be to maximize it, 

because at some point there would be excess, useless, leftover land that wouldn't be 

maintained because it's a lot of excess space.  They would look at it to maximize the use, 

but also be very sensitive to the area's aesthetics. 

 - Herb asked what the traffic count on Lava Flow is. 

 - Mayor said it's a 66 all the way to Arrowhead, so it has full travel, full turning and 

bicycle lane built into it.  The city's only Sun-Tran bus is kitty-corner from this site.  It's 

adjacent to commercial.  It's just down the street from the schools, so to locate a high-

density site in the city; it would be in the top sites in the city.   

 - The mayor liked the layout and it's close enough to amenities, that they might not need 

an amenity but they would probably rather want more parking or landscaping.   

 - Ken asked if Council was looking for a consensus. 

 - Mayor stated they are looking whether to revisit either a new zone or a PD zone and if 

Council wants to give direction to the Planning Commission. 

 - Bob Nicholson had a couple of thoughts.  Right now it has a real commercial feel with 

the parking lot out in front.  He feels to make it fit into a residential area; it would need to 

have landscaping with parking behind.  He feels the open space is sorely lacking--code 

says 30% minimum.  His thought is that in order to give up the low density of 8 per acre, 

he would propose keeping the base at 8 and maybe award higher density based on 

outstanding design, good amenities, balconies, railings, variation in rooflines, etc.  It 

would have to be earned.  He thinks it is a terrible design with way too commercial of a 

feel.  He feels it looks like an assisted living type site. 

 - Wes stated this was done in 48 hours just to get it looked at for this meeting.   

 - Herb said some of the ideas Bob presented, the softening, more residential, amenity, 

landscaping will fit in the transition zone and give them a listening ear with the Council. 

 - Wes said they are happy to do some more work as long as they know that it's an option, 

as it is time and money.  They need to know the city is open to the idea. 

 - Mayor stated that Wes needs to have the comfort level of knowing that Council would  

consider it if they expend the time and money to refine the site proposal.  Mayor tends to 

agree with Ken, but likes what Bob said about the bonus, as long as they aren't turned 

into luxury apartments. 

 - Corey Bundy said that the city would also have to make some changes in the general 

plan. 
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 - Mayor reiterated that this involves a long drawn out process to get the ordinances in 

place that would allow the project to get submitted. 

 - Wes stated they would be happy to come along for the ride. 

 -  Mayor said that Wes has expressed an interest and a desire to help support that if 

Council wants to consider it.  Those pieces have sat vacant for a long time and there 

aren't a lot of commercial tenants anxious to buy them.   

 - Wes has a contract with SITLA, so SITLA won't be partnering on the project.  

 - Mayor suggested Wes look at the little triangle lot on the back and also on the south 

side above the ditch and pull that into some of the open space.   

 - Tode is leery of the numbers.  She understands the need, but agreed with Bob's 

suggestions that they look more like a home out on the street and possibly put the parking 

by each unit, as opposed to a big lot and some more open space or a playground. 

 - Wes welcomed the feedback. 

 - Tode owns a few of these kinds of units and that is where her concern comes from. 

 - Herb asked the mayor, supposing they were favorable, what it could look like.   

 - Mayor replied that the city is really limited on its zones.  One possibility is to add 

another section of the PD that would add a mixed-use bonus density product, rather than 

going with something like an R3.  There are 4 sections in the PD that address the 

different types of development.  We could either modify one or add a new one to it. 

 - Wes liked adding a new one to it or within the subsection with bonus density, subject to 

staff approval, City Council approval, Planning Commission approval, so they would still 

have additional opportunities to look at it, give feedback and assist in the flow of the 

project as it comes through. 

 - Mayor reiterated that the ordinance would be set up first, then review to the general plan 

and decide if there are any areas in the city that they would want that ordinance to be 

applicable. 

 - Bob Nicholson stated that as code stands now, apartments are not even listed as an 

allowed use, so there would have to be an amendment to the code to make apartments 

one of the conditional or permitted uses.  One approach would be to keep the base density 

at 8 and then they earn it through good design and the other things he previously 

mentioned. 

 - Wes asked for some direction on how they get to the final plan. 

 - Herb stated that he is initially defensive of the idea, but is a proponent of individual 

property rights, and more housing, as long as it is tasteful in looks, management and 

activity.  He has had apartments in the past, and he projects that a majority of the tenants 

would not have ties to Santa Clara.   

 - Mayor stated that we would want to get the kids in good schools that they may want to 

get out of a problem area they may be in and get into more of a residential setting. 

 - Ken stated that Council needs to give direction to the Staff to move forward with the 

ordinance amendment they discussed, with the reminder to Staff that the Council is 

favorable to the concept, and they want to move forward with the ordinance revisions that 

would facilitate allowing this development to proceed; also that they need to tackle the 

whole idea of putting standards in for conditional uses.   

 - Herb agreed that we need to look at this, but still noting that he drives down that street 

every day and it is in his neighborhood. 

 - Dave noted that the city needs to have options, to look outside the box and see what we 

can do as a city to make a good ordinance that will allow for some apartments, a little 
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higher density so that the city is broadening and not closing itself in.  

 - Herb asked to be excused from the meeting.  

 - Tode agreed that Council needs to look at it, but she is still not comfortable with it.  She 

feels a public hearing on it could be really ugly.  With the higher density, she understands 

that Wes needs to have a feel for what he can get out of the property that he has invested 

in; however, she is still really reserved on the issue. 

 - Jerry is in favor of having this option in the city, and doesn't know where else it could 

fit--maybe along Pioneer someday up by Harmon's, but agreed it needs to be looked at. 

 -Mayor thought maybe some cottage homes could fit in the downtown area at some point. 

 - Wes feels it's a matter of balance, and they are willing to work on it if the city is willing 

to entertain the idea. 

 -  Tode noted that Wes needs to decide from his point of view what he can reasonably 

charge, and how many units he can have to justify his project. 

 - Wes stated that the ordinance wouldn't be site-specific.  It needs to apply to the city as a 

whole. 

 - Mayor would welcome Wes's comments going forward to work with staff and Planning 

Commission. 

 - Wes asked what be the best way to move forward. 

 - Mayor stated said it's a good opportunity for a good work meeting between the Planning 

Commission and the Council so that they are running parallel tracks.  Planning 

Commission can talk to Ed and set a date for a joint work meeting to talk about it. 

 - Wes asked if they would like his people to come to that. 

 - Mayor would. 

 

11.  Review Quarterly Financials.  Presented by Brock Jacobsen, Finance Director. 

 

 - Brock Jacobsen, Finance Director, gave an overview three quarters into 2015.   

 - The first billing of Harmon's was stated as June 1, but found out tonight that it is  now 

July 1, but they are still opening February 1, third quarter of 2016.   

 - Through March 31, 48 building permits have been issued.  We are seeing continued 

growth in construction of homes here.  As stated, Tuscany townhomes had just completed 

their four-plex and the 6-plex has now been approved. 

 - The Enterprise Funds are continuing to stay stable, as far as revenues. 

 - On Page 2, revenue is broken into categories through three-quarters.  We are now at 

79% of budget. Taxes were above projected, which would is 75%.  Licenses and Building 

Permit fees are at 13.7%.  Every category except for Fines and Forfeitures are moving in 

the right direction of revenues.  We are seeing an increase in growth.   

 - Fines and forfeitures: when Ivins agreed to come to Santa Clara for their Justice Court 

services, we looked at what both cities were doing over at the county at the time.  We 

projected at the worst year, we would be at $120,000 in fines.  This year, we are looking 

at $1015,000 to $110,000.  There are different thoughts on why that is.  The number of 

citations is down per quarter.  We have gone from $190,000 in first quarter to $160,000.  

That correlates to revenue.  Brock's projection of $150,000 may have been too high.  He 

feels there has been a change since Ivins first came on.  There is not as much speeding.  

People know not to speed.  We will bring next year's budget down to a better number.  

Sales tax receipts are up 7%.   Overall, we are right on target at 75.9%.  

 - On Page 3, Brock shared several concerns.  One is trying to make the B&C Road Funds 
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stretch to maintain the roads.  We originally had the gas tax that had been passed and the 

possible local option. The other concern is the Wildland Fire Program, which we 

continue to talk about, which is all based on getting called out on fires.  Dan's had 

multiple talks with Mike Mountain.  He knows where the city stands on needing to be on 

fires.  If we don't get out on fires, he's been told we might not have them next year.  We 

need to be out on fires.  Brock commended the two current crews--a 5-man and a 2-man, 

and people are wanting to be on the crews.  They travel all over the west.  The city 

brought on Dave Renauldson, another full-time firefighter, last fiscal year to put that 

crew together and we will continue to keep an eye on that.  

 - Dave Whitehead asked about peak in the Sales Tax revenues in February. 

 - Brock shared that it comes off of holiday revenue.  People remit December sales tax in 

January and the city gets its share in February.  We lag about 2 months behind what the 

economy is doing.  We budgeted $625,000, but if we stayed at $60,000 that's another 

$100,000.  The problem is that very little of that is Santa Clara driven, where we get half 

the sales tax.  The city gets the majority of its revenue from the State, which is what 

Harmon's will bring to the city.   

 - Dave said that our shared rate will decrease a little bit when we bring more in the city. 

 - Brock clarified that of the revenue in the city from sales tax, we keep 50% and the other 

50% goes in a big pool.  That rate still stays based on population, so the more that goes 

into that pool, the more that possibly comes back, plus the city will keep a chunk already.  

The city pays a big sales tax on power.  The city gets approximately $12,000 to $15,000 a 

month, which is generated in the city, and is then remitted back to the State.  At least half 

of that is the utility bills' sales tax.  That is what the city is generating that we're getting 

back, so very little is commercially produced.  Bringing Harmon's in will take that to a 

$50,000-$75,000 range.  Frank said that St. George Harmon's is doing $100,000 more per 

week since the remodel.   

 - When Dave was running the analysis for the rentals, the State explained that when you 

get to a certain level, your share drops. 

 - Brock questions whether the city would reach that level, as small as it is, but he will 

look into it.  Sales tax is up, but the city relies on the State as a whole for its sales tax 

revenue. 

 - For the city as a whole, expenditures are at 74.7%, about right on.  Building and 

Planning hired an assistant office permit tech, which was not in the budget.  We 

purchased inspection software, which has been of great benefit with Corey and the 

builders in getting timely information back and forth.  Parks and Trails is split into two in 

the next year--Parks and Trails and Sports Field maintenance.  Swiss Days is also a 

combination with the Princess Pageant, which accounts for a fair amount of the overage.  

They are a few thousand over.  Looking at the financials, Swiss Days is under budget at 

the end of the third quarter, but they are now over, once the changes are added that were 

discussed earlier in the meeting.   

 - Impact Fee fund, due to billing and the few projects done this year, is doing well.  He is 

looking forward to the projects the city will be doing next fiscal year that are impact fee 

eligible; the growth is there. 

 - Mayor asked if the city is anywhere close to the coverage ratio on any fund. 

 - Brock replied affirmative on all funds.  He didn't run a debt coverage for the third 

quarter, but from the last fiscal year, the city met its debt coverage, so he thinks it's fine.  

Interestingly, Allen Wiscombe came in Brock's office today and said he had a question 
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about the city's audit because the Bank of Utah had a concern that it wasn't meeting its 

debt coverage ratio, so the bank had called him a number of times saying there's a note in 

the audit that says if you pull this revenue out the of the power, the city doesn't meet their 

debt coverage, and Brock think the auditors are putting in a revenue there that they 

shouldn't.  Brock and Allen looked at it and unsuccessfully tried calling Mr. Anderson at 

Bank of Utah. Brock and Allen looked at the calculations again and were at 1.4 on debt 

coverage, so Allen will get back with Brock when he hears from Bank of Utah. 

 - Enterprise Funds' revenue over expenditures is quite large--mainly Water and Electric.  

This is due to, according to the utility financial services on the rate analysis for both those 

funds as well as Sewer and Storm Water,  the fact that we are not funding our 

depreciation.  We are on a cash basis, so looking at just revenue over expenditures 

without depreciation, we are doing okay; but when it comes time for that renewal and 

replacement on depreciation, we are not funding that.  That is a big concern that Jack has 

with power and water.  When we need to replace things, we don't have those funds set 

aside for it.  That's mainly why they are in the hole.   

 - The depreciation in the Water Fund through three quarters is $335,000.  We are still in 

the hole $50,00, but $335,000 is depreciation that we are not funding.  At some point, we 

are going to need to replace, for example, the bowls in the well, which are a continual 

issue.  We do that about every year; but we don't have the funds to make any major 

replacements. 

 - Dave Whitehead stated we recently reviewed the water budget.  We raised rates as well 

as the base rate.  There was a discussion about when the rates were changed from 

incremental to a flat increase.   

 - Dave asked whether the expenses have increased to the point where they exceed the 

revenues beyond what the projection showed. 

 - Brock Jacobsen said that last year, because the wells were down, the city had to 

purchase water from the Water District, which was not budgeted.  Otherwise, nothing 

was way out of line.  The biggest issue is not funding depreciation.   

 - Looking at Sewer and Storm Water, renewal and replacement is not as urgent.  A lot of 

the infrastructure will at some point need to be replaced, but not like the power, where 

transformers and generation building will need to be at some point.  There are not a lot of 

mechanical parts to those systems.   

  

5.  Reports: 

    

A. Mayor / Council Reports 

 

Jerry Amundsen: 

o The Solid Waste Board Executive Committee discussed on Monday a contract that 

they wanted approval for.  Dixie Waste was selected to provide a collection system 

for the curbside recycling.  The numbers are on the handout in Section 18, C1, 2, 3 

and 4.  Santa Clara decided to go mandatory.  The problem we saw with this contract 

is if we went mandatory and then more than 50% of the county opted out, the city 

would be left with $8 a month for recycling.  Ivins and Springdale were both 

mandatory as well.  Springdale will be costly and will be subsidized by the rest of the 

cities, because of distance.  Ivins and Santa Clara are not comfortable with this, and 

would like a cap in the area of $3 per month.  Then we would stay mandatory, but 
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otherwise, Ivins would pull out of the curbside altogether and stay with the binnies; 

but we put forth yesterday that Santa Clara would go to the opt-out option.  The $5.85 

per month and the $7.84 per month were taken out of the contract.  Countywide, if we 

do not get above 50% participation, we will not do curbside recycling.  Everyone is 

confident it will be above 50%.  If we get the $3.00 cap, we will be mandatory.  This 

will come to the City Council for ratification by ordinance.  Even if the Board 

approves the contract, it will still need Council approval. 

o Planning Commission met with Pioneer Crossing.  They want to amend the zone 

change to allow for short-term rentals in a portion of it.  They had a public hearing. 

No one was in attendance.  Also, no amenities or drawings were provided for the 

Planning Commission to discuss, so it was tabled.  Jerry's concern was that typically, 

anything to do with Pioneer Crossing, the Village on the Heights residents usually 

make appearance in support, and since they didn't show up, Jerry was concerned that 

word hadn't gotten out to the residents adjacent to the project. 

 

Tode Hafen: 

Tode attended Planning Commission last night also and talked about the sign 

ordinance in the downtown area.  She thought they would have a copy of the 

Ordinance, but they didn't get it in time.  They should have it today for review. 

 

Dave Whitehead: 

o Nothing to report 

 

Ken Sizemore: 

o Ken attended the Joint Planning Authorities Council Meeting in Provo last week 

representing the Transportation Executive Council.  The big topics of discussion were 

the resolutions we need to make as municipalities to the counties if we are going to 

pursue the local option tax.  He deferred to a report about the Mayors meeting, 

because they discussed that issue as well.  Ken said the person reporting  in Provo 

said Washington County is looking more positive than the last report Ken gave, so he 

feels sentiment is changing at the county level. 

 

Mayor Rosenberg: 

o Mayor Rosenberg reported that the County Commission has been really hesitant on 

the local option tax.  They had wanted to wait and see what Salt Lake County does 

and try and take advantage of any of the press.  They are weighing which election to 

put it on the ballot.  2015 is a local election only year, so voter count is about 1/3.   

There are two new County Commissioners and they are a little reticent of proposing a 

tax increase as one of their very first tasks in office.  Initially, everyone talked about 

waiting, but Mayor Rosenberg asked them point blank, "Do you need the money for 

your streets or not?"   Santa Clara went to the legislature strong this session saying we 

need it now, and most of the other cities do as well.  If you wait, you'll cross over 

from maintenance to rebuilding.  Mayor felt the Commission was leaning more 

towards 2015 by the end of the discussion and not waiting to see what Salt Lake 

County does.  It will cost the county an additional $90,000 for a special election.  

That may have been some of the hesitancy.  Mayor sees next year as a possible anti-

incumbent year, and voters may vote no just because they're in the mood, and having 
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nothing to do with the issue at hand.  He is concerned that if they don't ask for it, the 

legislature may take it away after they asked so urgently for the money in the first 

place.  Mayor and Ken discussed the short time-frame to do public outreach and 

education.  The county has until August to put it on the ballot.  There is still Coalition 

help available.  Ken said we should be seeing a template from the League of Cities 

and Towns that we can put together as a resolution   

o Ed Dickie was approached by J. R. Hafen, a part-time city employee, about the city 

buying the property where his mother once lived,  It is .66 acre.  It could be used for 

Swiss Days or parking. Dave asked if we could turn the house into something 

beneficial.  J. R. said he spoke to Matt a few years ago when the city was interested or 

had some money.  He said the city approached him about it.  Mayor would like to see 

the city look at some investment property, but he would rather see it on the Boulevard 

where it could help with Swiss Days.  Mayor would like to see some alternative 

parking for the downtown, which would take some of the parking burden off  the 

mixed use.  That parking burden slows down a lot of commercial in the downtown.  

He saw that concept firsthand in Solvane, California some years ago.  Ed mentioned 

the city has the parking lot across from the granary the city is using. Ed will let him 

know they aren't particularly interested  

o The Mayors' Association talked about the Economic Development Board which is 

making some changes to the Site Select Plus.  As part of the money the city pays to 

them every year, the city will get a voting member of the Board--a seat at the voting 

table.  They are going to change the way the organization functions a little bit, being 

proactive, in preparation for when Scott Hirschi may at some point leave, so it's easier 

to absorb the voids left by departing members.  More information will be 

forthcoming. 

o The Dixie ATC has a proposed building on top of the old airport hill in St. George.  

The city has promised twenty acres of land, and the legislature gave them 

$32,000,000, but with some strings attached. The ATC has to fund the remaining 

balance, around $13,000,000.  They have to show that money is real before they can 

have any of  the appropriated money.  The ATC can't bond like a normal university 

can, so they have a fundraising effort going, but are only anticipating around 

$5,000,000, and that will trickle in overtime. They approached the county and St. 

George City to see if they would be willing to bond for them and then they would pay 

the money back.  Mayor had to tell them no when he was approached.  They have 

some support from a local legislator who is going re-approach the legislature and try 

to get some of the strings loosened a little.  They still want to raise around $5,000,000 

in private funds and around $5,000,000 in a bond, and then they will do some cost 

reductions in the finish.  They are looking for a letter of support for the ATC--not 

cash.  It is the biggest ATC in the state, has the most students, is growing the fastest 

and is the only one that doesn't have its own building.  Mayor told them he thought he 

could rely on the support of Santa Clara City.  He feels if the city can pay $35,000 a 

year for the swimming pool, they can come up with some money to support the 

college if it needs to.  Council will probably see some kind of letter of support 

coming through in the future. 

 

Dan Nelson: 

o Dan Nelson, Fire Chief, mentioned that the higher density development that has been 
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discussed highly impacts the Fire Department.  Nationally, there is a decline in 

volunteerism.  With fire, no one is willing to put in every Thursday to help train and 

go on calls after that and still work a full time job.  They don't see any professionals, 

but mainly lower income people that volunteer and they do a really good job.  

Something like this development would boost Dan's numbers and be really good for 

the Fire Department.  Mayor urged Dan to share that when the issue starts rolling 

through. 

 

6. Executive Session: None.  

 

7. Approval of Claims and Minutes:   

 

- April 22, 2015 City Council Meeting Minutes 

- April 29, 2015, Special Meeting 

- Claims through May 13, 2015 

 

****Motion to Approve City Council Meeting Minutes from April 22, 2015, the Special Meeting 

Minutes from April 29, 2015 and claims through May 13, 2015. 

Motion by Jerry Amundsen, seconded by Ken Sizemore. 

Voting Aye:  Ken Sizemore, Jerry Amundsen Dave Whitehead and Tode Hafen. 

Voting nay: None 

Motion Carried.   
 

8. Calendar of Events 
 

- May 25, 2014 – Memorial Day (Offices Closed) 

- May 27, 2015 – City Council Meeting  

- June 3, 2015 – City Work Meeting 

- Feb. 11, 2015 – City Council Meeting 

- Feb. 18, 2015 – City Work Meeting 

 

Mayor will not be present for the work meeting.  Commissioner Renstrom wants to come the 

the meeting, as they are interested in helping the city with the shooting range.  Mayor felt 

they felt the only good place would be on the west end of the city.  The County Commission 

and Mayor Rosenberg have both been getting lots of positive feedback from residents.  

People have called wanting to serve on committees and donate resources.  Mayor feels it has 

to be out away from the active trails.  It will cost some money to improve the road out there, 

but Zac has offered county resources.  Mayor wants to see a range out there, but just doesn't 

see a safe place for one in the city.  He doesn't see a need to postpone the meeting because of 

his absence. 

 

Jerry Amundsen and Ken Sizemore will both be gone for the May 27 City Council Meeting.  

One item is approval of the budget and another is the storm drain fees.  There are two public 

hearings.  They will keep the agenda short.  

 

8. Adjournment: 
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Motion to adjourn by Tode Hafen. 

Seconded by Jerry Amundsen with all members present voting aye. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 

 

 

 

    __________________________    Date Approved: ________________ 

Chris Shelley – City Recorder 


